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* * * M E D I A A L E R T * * * 
DATE: October 11, 1983 
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. 
PLACE: Social Hall, Mira Mesa Presbyterian Church 
EVENT: First meeting of the Planning Board, Mira Mesa Mediation 
Center, a joint venture of the San Diego Law Center and 
the Mira Mesa Community Council, funded by the County 
of San Diego. 
BACKGROUND: Following the successful implementation of the 
Golden Hill Mediation Center, the first community mediation 
program in San Diego, the County Board of Supervisors awarded 
funds to the San Diego Law Center to develop a county demonstration 
alternative dispute resolution program. 
The Law Center has selected the community of Mira Mesa as the 
site for this program. The ortentation is the first meeting of 
the Planning Board that will design and implement the program. 
Planning Board members represent justice system agencies (police, 
probation, court) as well as the Mira Mesa community. 
The group will observe a simulated mediation presented by a 
mediator from the Golden Hill Mediation Center. Mediation is a 
voluntary process in which the parties with a dispute meet with 
a trained impartial third party. The mediator listens to both 
sides. The mediator does not decide who is right or wrong, but 
assists the parties in reaching their own agreement. 
According to attorney Carol Hallstrom, coordinator of program 
development for the Law Center, the goal of the program is the 
development of an effective alternative to the court system for 
the resolution of minor disputes. The Law Center will provide 
a small staff to coordinate the development and implementation 
of the program, but the policies and procedures will be determined 
primarily by the people who live and work in Mira Mesa. Basically, 
the neighborhood program will be an opportunity for the community 
to exercise greater responsibility for troublesome behaviors 
occurring within its borders. It will be a community-based 
program for which the Center will provide technical assistance, 
but its success will depend on the active involvement of a 
board cross-section of the community. 
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The Mira Mesa program is the second project (after Golden Hill) 
undertaken by the .alternative-to-dispute function of the Law 
Center, a new approach for San Diego. Hallstrom has found 
enthusiasm and support among community residents and agency 
officials alike, and the story has strong possibilities in 
the legal, educational, and human interest areas. 
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Carol Hallstrom, B.A., J.D. 
Program Coordinator 
San Diego Law Center 
University of San Diego School of Law 
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